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Russ Hurrelrinsnn )es /tlornrs l$LLor fr,ue Mtubrl-

fularnbers of the Des Moines Hall Of Fcme, fomilies, and friands:

I hrsve fl'lree scnipts thot I Eet to choose frorn in lntroducing our next
iyrductee, fo the Des J\&oines Softboll Hstrl Of Fome (his, which is too long, my

ftrst varsion, which wo$ even longer, and nry shont version ta&ich may olso be

guite {omE - so hare uuifh nre}.

Our lndr,rcfee stsrted plcying fost pitch softboll with his naighborhood
buddies in the early tr960's. Thuy uvould go f,rom schoolyard to school ycrd
and hcve their gomes.

Sonle of the tesms he played uuith olong the wcy wete Astro Boys,

C snd F VendinE, Desn Studio, l-ong's Auto Forts, Des ttAoines Jets,
Fepsi/F{cyloff out of fiJlissouri, Woodland Lounge, Vitalis, ADW Hawks.
0.1-.I.1-.1. or.rt of Ankeny, Spaghetti fiAarket, Tricngle Top, Krcmer Feeds out
ef Webster City, fiAason City Poodle Club, Deerwood. l-owell RcttlErs,
Southeest Iowa &erchants out of London, Deever Roofing, Felix cnd Oscsrs,

hes Moines &tetno's, Spitrlman Auto out of Bloonnfield, ond AR Jays in Ceder
' Ropids.

. Serne of his cocches throughout the yeors we?e ncmes that mcny of us knouv

os good softball people: Bob Utter Dave Cirongo John Alden

Duune Blint Dorr Winterberg Jack Deeton Ron Brooks and tdike Clark

Ssme pretty Eood compcny, I'd scyl

Our inductee lres been o very good end duroble pitcher throughout his yeors
in fest pitch scftbell. He would llke to moke you tkrink he is and was a graat
hltter. Well, ha wasn't a great hitter. Although. he wos, pretty darn tough.

Some of l'lis accornplishments oven the yeors ore:

$-{is church tesrn (ASTR BOyS) of X968 won the league city chompionship

with o 17-0 r'ecord

The next fhree years he was representing our country in the United States
&lilitary.



It was during the eorly seventies that I got to know this young pitcher. tr

con rernemben {so vividly) mcny a night wotching the lfiojor Open with he ond

lris friend (Donnie Coors) along the first baseline st Bombers Park. We were
wctching the graot ball'players of that time (Deon and 6ene,Stokes, Rich

Smrif!'1, Dola Root, Wendeli, Dave ltlount, Don Flisher, Gene Knopp, Dsllos

Slogel, Ritchie Stevens, !,-snce Dreesmon, Roger Budden, Bob Sturgess, ond

mony mqny more. F{e would teNI rne hout, he wos going to pitch in the Mojor
Open somedoy and f would tell hlm how f wos going to someday umpire in a

fficjor Open. He thought the idea of him pitching wcs a good ideo, but he

wss not -<a sure about my idea. But, thot is understandqble, most pitchers
fhink they have the eye sight of Ted Willioms anywoy.

fn n983 ond 1985 his teom (ADW Howks) won the Des ft{oines City
Tournamerrt.

During this period, he even pitched for one of my teoms. We went to
Lacona and won o fournoment. He had eighteen strikeouts in his first gcme

ond fourteen in the championship gane. T never asked him back. I figured
tlrot if he couldn't strike out 18 every ?ima I didn't need him onymone.

F-{is tecm (Southeost lows A{erchants) raron ?he 1993 C Stote Championship

(where he lvas named the most vqlusble pitchen), then won the regionol

chonnpionship in l-incoln, Nebrosks. They then participated in the nationol

chompionship in AAinot, North Dokots where his pitching record wos 3 qnd 1.

This man wos, ond is, very instrumental in the advoncement of his teams to
different stote tournomenfs.

He hss compefed in sevenal ts and A State tournsments ss well os in regionols

snd notionols.

!-ie hos competed in Ar\ojor Open tournoments ot different locations

fhroughout the stste in L979,1981, ond 1982 (where his teom - Spoghetti

&tarket, finished third). ft uras during the Sub-Stote thot y?a?, thot he hod

to pitch 'fhreegcmes on Sundoy to gualify his team to the lUlojor Open.

l-'ie qlso competed in the Mc-lon Open in 1983 , t984, 1985, t992, L997 , 1999 ,

and 2000.



He hos ond is currently pitching in mosters tournoments locolly, regionally,
and nationally.

This mcn wos named to the Des rllloines alt decade feam of the1980's. The
other three pitchers nomed to the teom weraTom Bakey, Phil Wilkerson,
ond Dean Olson. I'd say. thot is some pretty good compony.

Hall of Fame members, families snd f,:iends,
f'm very proud to introduce you to our newest inductee to the Des /lfioines
Softbsll Hall Of Fame: Currently residing in Sediapolis,Iowo
Hall Of Fomer: Russ Hutchinson


